ORANGE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
and
ORANGE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
Classroom Learning Activities
Grades 8, 11, and 12

Subject Area: U.S. History

ORANGE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and ORANGE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
Classroom Learning Activities/Grades 8, 11, and 12/They’re My Rights!

Objectives:
1. Students will identify key elements of the first ten amendments to
the U.S. Constitution (the Bill of Rights).
2. Students will articulate key elements of the rights of the accused.
3. Students will evaluate pivotal Supreme Court cases focusing on the
4th, 5th, and 6th Amendments.
4. Students will understand the history of the Bill of Rights.
Introduction (works with all activity options presented below):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Teacher will divide class into discussion groups - one group per question (questions/prompts are
available below).
Teacher will present each group with a different question on the topic of rights (possible
questions/prompts are available below).
Students will respond individually in writing to the question/prompt.
Groups will discuss their responses and present a summary statement to the class.
Teacher will facilitate additional discussion as needed.
This general format may be utilized with discussion questions/prompts in any of the four categories
identified below:

Discussion/Journal Questions/Prompts
RIGHTS
1. What’s the difference between a right and a privilege? (list examples of each)
2. What rights do teachers have that students don’t?
3. What rights do students have that teachers don’t?
4. What rights do your parents have that you don’t?
5. Why do adults get to do things that children/minors don’t?
6. Can we have rights without responsibilities?
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
1. One student dislikes another in his/her class. He/she calls the other student offensive names whenever she has
the chance. Should offensive names be protected by freedom of expression?
2. Should we have motion picture ratings that limit the movies that youth can view?
3. What limits are placed on freedom of expression for the press?
4. Suppose a guest speaker came to your school and said things that offended or angered the audience. If the
audience tried to prevent the speaker from speaking, whose rights should the police protect?
FREEDOM OF RELIGION
1. Some churches use wine during the communion services. When minors participate in these religious practices,
they are in violation of state drinking laws. Should the state intervene and forbid the use of wine in these
ceremonies?
2. Should students say prayers in public school?
3. Suppose there was a religious group that believed in human sacrifice. Should that group be allowed to practice
its beliefs? Why or why not?
4. Should the government allow public school buildings to be used for religious club meetings during lunch on
campus?
DUE PROCESS
1. Should the government have to provide an attorney to anyone who cannot afford one?
2. Do school officials have the right to search students? Explain
3. Do schools have the right to require students to take random drug tests? Explain.

2
ORANGE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and ORANGE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
Classroom Learning Activities/Grades 8, 11, and 12/They’re My Rights!

Activity #1

Supports learning the Bill of Rights.

Overview: Groups of 3 - 5 students select one of the 10 amendments that
comprise the Bill of Rights. Use the Superior Court web site to locate the Bill of
Rights. Groups create poster-size collages with images representing the
amendment on one half, images/statements representing the corresponding
responsibilities on the other, with the amendment number and heading. Posters are
hung throughout the classroom and students participate in a carousel walk,
completing an information organizer describing each of the amendments.

CAROUSEL WALK INSTRUCTIONS:


Bill of Rights posters are hung throughout the classroom, creating learning “stations.”



Each poster group selects one member to stay at the learning station to explain the poster to
“visiting” groups. Remaining group members go to another learning station, completing a
Bill of Rights Information Organizer. Include the amendment heading/descriptor, what
rights it guarantees, and what an individual’s responsibilities are to see that the rights are
supported for all members of society.



Periodically rotate presenters so all students have the opportunity to complete their
Information Organizers.
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Activity #2

Supports learning about the rights of the accused
and pivotal Supreme Court Cases: Amendments.

Overview: Use the Superior Court Website to locate extended
descriptions of the Amendments and Important Cases related to the
4th, 5th, and 6th Amendments.

1. Students in small groups select one important case, and the extended description of the
amendment that corresponds with the case.
2. Write a brief summary of the case.
3. Using both the Important Case and the extended amendment description, identify the
amendment that was violated, the issue about the amendment that was examined in the
Supreme Court case, and the reason that the amendment exists.
4. Explain the Supreme Court decision.
5. Explain whether or not they agree with the Supreme Court decision.
6. Consider and comment on the dilemma some of these Supreme Court decisions create.
EXAMPLE:
Brief Overview of Case: Hayes v. Florida. Hayes, a violent-crime suspect, was threatened with
arrest if he did not go to the police station for fingerprinting. The police did not have a warrant
or probable cause.
Fourth Amendment Issues: For the police to fingerprint Hayes constitutionally, they would
have had to go to a judge with evidence that would convince the judge that Hayes indeed should
be fingerprinted. The warrant explains the reasons for which it was issued. The warrant is based
on convincing evidence, “probable cause.”
Supreme Court Decision: The police cannot, based on their own suspicions, force a person
from his/her home. This decision is one of the cornerstones of our freedom in the United States.
There are countries in which people are whisked away by the government and/or the police, only
to be tortured or murdered because of suspicions regarding their actions, their political, religious,
or personal beliefs. This decision supports the idea that a person is innocent until proven guilty.
Possible Dilemmas: A possible dilemma arises when the police are confident of their position,
but cannot provide concrete evidence to convince a judge. Sometimes, time is of the essence and
a possible criminal may flee and/or commit another crime while police officers obtain a warrant.
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Activity #3

Supports learning about the rights of the accused.

Overview: Have students view the Peer Court video (Disk
Connection). Prompt students with items for further discussion
listed below. Facilitate a class discussion based on student
perceptions from the case dramatization.

1. Watch the Peer Court video case or attend a Peer Court session.
2. Consider the Bill of Rights, specifically the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Amendments.
3. Pay attention to, and listen for examples of (or reasons for exemption from) reasonable
search and seizure, double jeopardy, self-incrimination, procedural due process, speedy trial,
impartial jury, notice of charges, confrontation of witnesses, compulsory process, right to
counsel.
Extended Learning Activities:
• Suppose the police think you have committed a crime and come to arrest you. Of
Amendments Four, Five, and Six, which would be most important to you? Why?
• Examine the OTHER 17 Amendments beyond the Bill of Rights. If one could be added to
the Bill of Rights, which one would it be? Why?
• Bill of Rights Quiz: Orange County Superior Court Web Site
Standards Addressed/Supported:
Grade Eight U.S. History and Geography: Growth and Conflict
8.2.6:
Enumerate the powers of government set forth in the Constitution and the
fundamental liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights.
Grade Eleven U.S. History and Geography: Continuity and Change in the Twentieth Century
11.1.2:
Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding
Fathers’ philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates
on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of
Rights.
Grade Twelve Principles of American Democracy and Economics
12.2.1:
Discuss the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed under the
Bill of Rights and how each is secured (e.g., freedom of religion, speech, press,
assembly, petition, privacy).
12.5:
Students summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the
Constitution and its amendments.
12.5.1:
Understand the changing interpretations of the Bill of Rights over time, including
interpretations of the basic freedoms (religion, speech, press, petition, and
assembly) articulated in the First Amendment and the due process and equalprotection-of the law clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment).
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Focus, Standards, Materials.
The focus of these learning activities is on a greater awareness of
the Bill of Rights. Emphasis is placed on rights and privileges of
the accused as outlined in Amendments Four, Five, Six.
Important case history is defined as well.

California Standards for the Teaching Profession:






Engaging and supporting all students in learning
Creating and maintaining effective environments for student learning
Understanding and organizing subject matter for student learning
Planning instruction and designing learning experiences for all students
Assessing student learning

Equipment/Materials/Resources Required:





Internet Access and/or hard copies of selected Orange County Superior Court web site pages
Peer Court Video
Orange County Superior Court Education Resource Notebook
Student Handouts (copy masters included)
 They’re My Rights! Information Sheet - General Information about the Bill of Rights
 They’re My Rights! Bill of Rights Information Organizer - Accompanies Activity Option
#1 (note: two pages, may be made into two-sided copies)
 Important Cases Related to the Bill of Rights - Accompanies Activity Option #2
 Rights of the Accused - Accompanies Activity Option #3
 Rights of the Accused Definitions - Accompanies Activity Option #3 (note: two pages,
may be made into two-sided copies)
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